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Right to Information

 Freedom of Information laws (FOI)

 Citizens can request access to information (freely or at 
minimal costs)

 Europe:

 Article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights

 Open Government Data Movement
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Fragdenstaat.de
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https://fragdenstaat.de


Open Data Portals

 catalogues for datasets

 “rich” meta data about the content of the data

 Offer search & filter functionality

 Search about datasets (tags, license, title)

 No search in datasets (e.g., datasets containing the word 
“wien”)

 >100 CKAN instances around the world
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http://ckan.org/instances/


Selected CKAN Examples

 Datahub.io

 Free, powerful data management platform

 Many public datasets
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 European Union Open Data Portal

 Single point of access to data from the 
institutions and other bodies of the EU

 OpenData@WU

 First open data portal of an Austrian 
University 

http://datahub.io
http://open-data.europa.eu/en/data/
http://data.wu.ac.at


Austria: Data.gv.at & opendataportal.at
(CKAN)

 Open Government Portal for Austria:

 public administration
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 Open Data Portal for Austria

 Research, industry, culture, public

http://data.gv.at/
http://opendataportal.at


Data.gv.at (CKAN)
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Opendataportal.at
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Search Engines

 We all know them, we all use them!

 Not tailored for dataset search

 Index of content
 Allows to search in the data and about the data

 Advanced search can help
 Filter by file type

 Filter by license

 Typically, combination of keyword search to find data
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Search Engines: Google
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Open Data Search @ WU

 Google-like search in CSV files

 Structured queries
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Open Data Search @ WU
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Other sources: Dataset lists
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many, many, more:

 Biology, Climate/Weather, Economics, Engery, 
Finance, Geology, GIS, healthcare, Museums, 
Sports

 Many non-profit organisation provide free datasets

 Research data

 Community efforts

 E.g., Sports data

 Social communities

 https://www.reddit.com/r/opendata


